TeIeIraM department of St^e ^><^n 

I I I 00 

SENT TO: ^embassy BONN PRIORITY ^W^ 

S8 1 LIMIT DISTRIBUTION 

xasdtfegat Ambassador by 9:00 a.m 
jgut Dellver/kKtt^xod^UcggcK^3r^yax^^.xtanicaa: Nov. 25. 

Following reply from Secretary should be delivered to 
G Tuesday 

SP Chancellor JtSBBSxnus morning. rC 

INR BEGIN TEXT ■ M '\°r\j%r . ■ ., ^Mzfat 

^T s/iwinzED copy '"^ 

Ky dear Friends SENS,T,V£ m ^m DELETED 

On my returning this morning to Washington, I find your 
letter of November 20 It deals with problems of the utmost . 
gravity which, as you know, have been receiving the consideration 
of the President and myself as well as of the officers of the 
government,, The presence here of Ambassador Bruoe a few days 

ow. ago gave us the opportunity to talk over the Berlin problem. 

SST Of course, the situation that we face is still hypothetical. 
The Soviets have given some indications as to their intentions 
but have not yet made these Intentions precise or operative. 

I am sure that our two Governments start from a common 
premise, often reiterated, that the abandonment of the free part 
of the bity of Berlin Is totally unacceptable, and this includes 
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the rights of transit to and from the Federal Republic to Western 

Berlin. Our rights were won In the war, they are reflected In the 

Protocol of September 12 „ 194^ and were reexpressed by the Soviet Union 

and the three Western Powers at the meeting of the Council of Foreign 

Ministers held In Paris in June 19^9 „ It was there agreed that qte 

as regards the movement of persons and goods and communications between 

the Eastern and the Western Zones and between the Zones In Berlin and 

also In regard to transit,, the occupation authorltles p each In his own 

zone, will have an obligation to take the measures necessary unqte „ etc 

Surely such an obligation,, jointly agreed to 8 cannot be terminated by 

unilateral action, 

I also recall that the directive agreed to at the Geneva Summit 

meeting of 1955 stipulated that qte the Heads of Government B recognizing 

their common responsibility for the settlement of the German question 

Surely 
unqte, etc., ftxaXBinx the question of Berlin Is part of this qte German 

mmi±KK&%xlxxx question unqte, for which there is an agreed qte common 

responsibility unqte on the part of the four powers » This again is 

something from which the Soviet Union cannot unilaterally disengage 

itself. 

I would myself have thought that it might be possible to hold the 

Soviet Union to its obligations and at the same time deal on a de facto 

basis with minor functionaries of the GDR, so long as they merely 
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carried out perfunctorily the present arrangements . That, In our 
opinion p would not and should not Involve any diplomatic recognition 
of the GDS or any waiver of our rights vis-a-vis the Soviet Union I 
believe that the Federal Republic^ Itself, without this Implying 
diplomatic recognition, deals in a numbei- of respects with minor 
functionaries of the GDR. 

On the other hand, we recognize that there are psychological as 
well as purely Juridical factors to be taken into account . Certainly 
we should not allow anyone to get the impression that there is any lack 
of firmness and dependability in the policies of the Western allies 
Your views as to how best to lckS@£fc that firmness will carry great 
weight with us. The President and I have full confidence in your stead- 
fastness and your Judgment and your dedication to the cause of freedom. 

So far, as we both recognize , the Soviet has not made known preoiselj 
what measures it will take. You consider it necessary that without 
delay there be a meeting of the four Governments when the Soviet Union 
nakes its measures known. The United States would be glad to partlcipat< 
in such a meeting, although I oannot say in advance of knowing the date, 
at what level we oould participate with the necessary promptness. But 
whoever speaks for us will have the full confidence and authority of 
the President and myself, if indeed I do not personally participate, 
which would be my preference if the timing permits. 

With best regards, I am 
Faithfully yours, 
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Bonn, November 20, 1958 



My doer friend Mr. DulleBi 

Thlo morning Mr. Srolrnov, the Ambassador of the Soviet Union, 
called on me to Inform roe officially that the Government of the 
Soviet Union intends in the next feu days to denounce the "Occupation 
Statute" for the city of Berlin. The reason given for this io known 
to you from the statements of the Soviet Russian Frlme Minister, ^ 

Kr. Khrushchev, and from the statements In the Soviet Russian prosB, V ^J 

especially Pravda . \ 

Ambassador Grewe, acting on my instructions, has already conferred O 



id 



with you about the consequences of the announoed aotions. I have his 
report on his conversation with you. 



Hi a Excellenoy 

John Foster Dulles, 

Secretory of State of the 

United States of Amorloa, 

Department of State, Washington, D.C. 
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